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Abstract 
The development of strategy of the sustainable growth of Russian regions caused special attention to the image of Russian cities. 
The last decade the role of the sports capital of Russia plays a capital of the Republic of Tatarstan, city with great cultural 
heritage - Kazan. Leading cultural themes to Kazan became the "1000th anniversary of Kazan" (2005), "2013 Summer 
Universiade", "2018 FIFA World Cup". Effective positioning of the image of Kazan, the formation of its brand and improvement 
of the reputation increases its competitiveness in Russia and worldwide attraction for tourists, businessmen and investors, raises 
the prestige of school, work and life in the region. Conducted researches have confirmed the influence of cultural and sports 
mega-events on the improvement of the quality of life in the region. All of this strengthens the sustainable development of Kazan 
and Republic of Tatarstan. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Sustainable development of territories now directly linked to the implementation of its cultural heritage. In recent 
years, Russia seeks to bridge the gap in the field of using of the cultural heritage between developed countries and 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of the Scientific Committee of Heritage Sagittarius 2014.
198   Timur Absalyamov /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  188 ( 2015 )  197 – 201 
Russia itself. Commodification of heritage, transformation of cultural or historical resources into goods is actively 
carried out and that promotes entrepreneurship, tourism, employment and raise living standards. Great influence on 
the development of the cultural dimension of sustainable development provides the implementation of such mega 
projects as the Summer Universiade – 2013, Winter Olympics - 2014, 2018 FIFA World Cup, construction of 
Formula-1 highway in Sochi . 
In the conditions of the globalization of world economic space large international events in the economic and 
social spheres are becoming one of the key tools for improving the competitiveness of the territories. Mega-events 
like this - not only a key socio-cultural phenomenon of our time, but the tool of upgrading the infrastructure and 
stimulating economic development, the method of the improvement of image and reputation attractiveness of the 
country and the region. 
However, preparation and holding such international events is associated with high risks caused by capital 
intensity of the activities, limited resources and low demand for the built objects after the completion of the event. 
Obviously, holding mega-events in the Russian Federation requires large costs, which may be justified by the 
increased competitiveness and sustainable development of the territories involved.  
 
2.  Materials and methods 
 
The basis of the research was based on analysis of the impact of mega-cultural and sports events on the 
sustainable development of a city, region, country conducted using a statistical data and methodological tools of 
EBRR [1], Declaración de Hangzhou Situar la cultura en el centro de las políticas de desarrollo sostenible Aprobada 
en Hangzhou [2], the official website of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation [3], the official portal of the city of 
Kazan [4]. 
Three basic profiles were identified in the analyzed mega-events: business, sports, cultural and entertainment.  
The assessment of the impact of large-scale international events on the level of socio-economic development of 
regions of the Russian Federation was based on the following indicators: the volume of investments, employment, 
the level of consumer activity, growth in industrial production. 
 
3. Results 
 
In the result of assessment of the impact of major international events on the socio-economic development of 
host-countries mega-events were divided into following groups. 
Events with a steady positive influence - if the proportion of indicators that have positive dynamics after large-
scale international events, was more than 50%; 
Events with a moderate positive influence - if the proportion of indicators that have positive dynamics after large-
scale international events, was ranged from 25% to 50%; 
Events with no positive influence - if the proportion of indicators that have positive dynamics after large-scale 
international events, was less than 25%; 
The research showed that the dynamics of socio-economic development primarily depends on the impact of 
mega-events held. 
More than a half of sports mega-events (52%) led to a favorable impact on socio-economic situation, a third 
(33%) led to a moderate improvement in the socio-economic status. And only 15% of large-scale international 
events characterized by a lack of significant positive change. 
Holding of analyzed mega-events led to significant positive impact on socio-economic situation in the host-
regions. It was found that business mega-events have a relatively limited effect on the impact of socio-economic 
development of the host-regions in comparison with the sports events. 
Cultural, entertainment and sports international events have a much greater sustainable positive impact on the 
socio-economic situation in the host-regions. 
Regularities that were identified during the analysis of the dynamics of socio-economic situation indicators show 
that: 
    - International mega-events have influence on individual sectors of the economy and social life of the host 
countries; 
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    - Large global events positively affect the level of foreign economic activity and the dynamics of economic 
development; 
                - Mega-events have a positive impact on the preservation of cultural heritage.  
The most significant positive changes in the socio-economic situation occur in regions with high quality of life. 
At the same time, events that were organized by countries with low level of development led to a moderate positive 
impact on socio-economic situation in these countries, which indicates a slight positive impact of international 
mega-events on the situation in these regions. 
Assessing the impact of large-scale international events on the quality of life of the population indicates that the 
maximum positive effect of large-scale international events get regions with high quality of life. 
As global events have a considerable beneficial impact on the socio-economic system, even the least successful 
analyzed event caused 62% growth of indicators. Furthermore, the result of the most efficient large-scale 
international event led to an increase of 85% of the indicators. 
More than a third of large-scale international events have caused significant positive changes in social and 
economic situation of host-regions (proportion of indicators that have positive trend after the event exceeded 65%). 
Almost every second large-scale international event, held on the territory of the Russian Federation, provided 
substantial positive changes in complex situation in the region, which resulted in growth of 70% -80% indicators of 
socio-economic development. 
Rating of the international events held in the territory of the Russian Federation reflects differences in the 
intensity of the positive impact of the event on the socio-economic situation in the host-regions. 
In most regions of Russia international events caused intensification of economic cooperation with other subjects 
of Russia and foreign countries. Also, implemented mega-event boosted consumer activity and the development of 
transport infrastructure. 
 
4. Influence of the 2013 Summer Universiade on sustainable development of Kazan 
 
A good example of the positive impact of mega-events on sustainable development in the region is the 2013 
Summer Universiade in Kazan.  
Interest to evaluation and study of the image of the Republic of Tatarstan and its capital Kazan appeared in 
connection with the beginning of development of strategies for sustainable growth of regions and cities in Russia, as 
well as finding ways to increase their competitiveness. 
In the past few years, issues of creating a positive image of Kazan attract attention as the city authorities, and the 
general public. 
In 2009, Kazan won the nomination "The Third Capital of Russia." Leading cultural themes, characters of the last 
decade have become "1000th anniversary of Kazan", "2013 Summer Universiade." 
The campaign focused on creating the positive image of Tatarstan began with the start of the program «Invest in 
Tatarstan in 2012" during the annual Investment Forum - AIM 2012. Then program was presented in Singapore, 
Finland, Malaysia and the UK. 
For the Universiade Kazan received $ 8 billion from the federal and republican budgets, and from private 
investors. With these funds 29 sports venues were built in Kazan. The largest venues built specifically for 
competition: the Universiade Village for 14500 residents, football stadium «Kazan Arena» with 45 thousand seats, 
the Aquatics Palace, Tennis Academy, «Ak Bars» combat sports palace, Volleyball Centre "St. Petersburg",  Boxing 
and table tennis center, gymnastics center, Rowing channel on the Srednyi Kaban lake. 
Kazan, in addition to sports infrastructure, has received road infrastructure: 149 roads, 212 km long, and 11 
traffic intersections were repaired and built. 
For the Universiade some infrastructure facilities have been re-built and reconstructed: The international airport 
"Kazan", a new transit interchange rail-bus station "Kazan-2", renovated main railway station "Kazan-1", the second 
stage of the Kazan underground, light rail line and aero express to the International airport "Kazan". 
    Considerable impetus was given to local businesses - organization of hotels, transport, trade, production of 
souvenirs. Despite the all-Russian economic slowdown, the growth of industrial production in Kazan increased by 
5.8% in first six months of 2013. Universiade concentrated all the resources, allowed us to make powerful 
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breakthrough in the development of the region, city, preservation of cultural heritage, fundamentally changed the 
way people think, their involvement in the sport. 
During the preparation for the Universiade in Kazan 381 objects of cultural heritage were restored in 2011-2013.  
In general, 265 owners of historic buildings located in the center of the city took part in the process of revival of 
Kazan. Just investment group of companies ASG, pursuant to the agreement of public-private partnership with the 
Mayor's Office of Kazan "500 Days", restored facades of 26 facilities, located in 12 reconstructed blocks of 
historical center of Kazan, which total area is 22.4 thousand square meters, including 19 items of cultural heritage. 
All this had a tremendous impact on the socio-political positioning of Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan and Russia as 
a whole. 
Aggregate macroeconomic effect, calculated to estimate the contribution to the change in regional product, which 
was formed as a result of the Universiade, has the following components: direct economic effect, which implies an 
increase in demand for goods and services that accompany the Universiade, and as a consequence the growth of 
employment and gross regional product; economic multiplier effect, which occurs with the inter-sectoral 
collaboration; the effect of income growth, reflected in the increase in demand for goods and services from local 
population, caused by rising employment and wages. 
Since 2008, the start of the Universiade project, Tatarstan has been growing much faster than the average Russian 
region. (Fig.1.) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.1. Index of real gross regional product (2008=100) 
 
To sum up, as seen from the results of the research, Universiade had a complex positive effect on the dynamics of 
sustainable development of the city of Kazan, despite the fact of significant slowdown in economic growth in this 
period in Russia and world economy [6]. 
 
5. Conclusion 
 
In general, the analysis shows the beneficial effect of large-scale international events on the socio-economic 
development of cities, regions and countries. In most cases, major international events have become a catalyst for 
qualitative changes in many sectors of the economy and social life. 
Mega-events extend opportunities for international and interregional economic cooperation, promote encouraging 
of foreign trade and stimulate the growth of investment activity. Furthermore, developed countries in most cases 
receive more significant synergistic effect of such activities, rather than developing countries that experienced local 
development of individual sectors of the economy. Thus, holding a mega-event in some developing countries has 
stimulated the development of consumer activity, in others - contributed to the growth of employment, in the third - 
improved quality of transport infrastructure. 
All in all, it should be noted, that holding of sport event of mega-level can give the host-country a chance to 
strengthen their economic position in the short or medium term, and the risk of unnecessarily high costs of preparing 
and conducting. 
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Major international events held in the Russian regions, intensively influenced the dynamics of the socio-
economic systems. Supported by favorable foreign economic situation and improvement the quality of life mega-
events reinforced positive trends, increasing the investment attractiveness of regions and cities, forming their 
reputation as a successful organizer of major international events. 
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